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Sudden Death of Mr. William c. Leitech. 


A telegram wae received at the National Headquarters in Washington 
Thursday evening announcing the sudden deetn of Mr. Willian C. Leitech, a former 
president of the National Canners Assectetion. It was krown that Mr. Leitseca 
had been taken ili at nis home, Coivmius, Wis., with pneumonia, but the serious 
character of the illness and the subsequent Jeata of Mr. Leitsch comes as a great 
shock to the Association and the industry of which he was a foremost figure. 


The funeral will take place Saturdey, April 2lst, and former presi- 
dents of the National Canners Association will serve es honorary pallbeecrers. 


N.C.As Sections to Meet with Tri-state et Baltimore. 


Because of the successful gathorings at Milweukee, 2. meeting of the 
Tometo section end perhaps the Corn and Pea soctions of the Netionei Canners 
Associetio. wiil be held at Baitimore in connection with the Tri~Strte Spring 
Meeting, Mey 3 and 4. In fect, the entire dey of Friday the 4th has been given 
over tc the 


In view of the interest shown in the topics discussed at Milwaukee, 
varicties, gredes, labeling. publ'city, and coding, the same procram will prob- 
ably ve repeated at Beltimoze. Meetings will be held at the Southern Hotel, 
where canners may secure special retes. 


Lebeling of Fish Packed in Oil, 


In response to en enquiry from one of the serdine canners, the Bureau 
of Chomistry hac ruled that Item 595 in Service and Regulatory Announcements 28 
was intended to aupiy suleiy to vegeteble oils distributed for salad purposes, 
and tint this ru..ozg wae not intended to recall or modify Food Inspection De- 
civion 64. Serdines or tune passed in o11 should, therefore, continue to be 
labeled to indicate the variety of oj1 used. 


The Bureru states that should further investigations indicete that 
sardines mey be lvbeled without ceception as “packed in salad oi1" insterd of 
"packed in cottonseed 011" an annou.cement to thet effect will be made. 


} 
5 
Sh 
ree 
Mes 
if 


i 


Membership Letter No. ll---page 2. 


Another Tribute from Dr. Savage. q 

Dr. W. G. Savage, Food Specialist of the Pritish Health Department, ie 

speaking before the Royal College of Physicians in London, said, in part: “ 

"Considering the subject broadly, we can conclude that while canned if 


foods heve definite and special risks of their own, they ere not large and are 
for the most part readily guarded against. Compared with fresh foods, canned 
foods are undoubtedly safer, and popular prejudice ageinst them is not justified. 
Certain improvements in manufacture, distribution, care, and supervision are ne- 
cessery, as has been pointed out, but these are not very considerable. No one 
who has studied the subject can be left in doubt as to the very _ velue to 


the community of this method of preservation." 7’ 
Water for @anning Plants. 


It has elweys been maintained by the National Canners Association 
thet all water in cenning plants that comes in contact with the food in any way 
should be of potable grade, that is, that it should be suiteble for drinking 

purposes. This of course does not necesserily include the water used for wash- 
ing floors, for the boiler, or for the cooling tank. It does include all woter 


used for washing the rew product, and especially water used for making syrup 
and brine. 


In holding that such water should be of potable grade, we have ase- 
sumed that the water supply of cities and towns--especiallyicities with a health 
officer or health department--wns a suitable grade. It has recently come to the. 
ettention of the Research Laborotory that this is not necessarily true. Two : 
canning plants heave experienced substential loss as « result of unpleasant fla- 
vor and odor imparted to fruits and vegetables by the water supply of the towns 
in which their plants were loeated. The foreign flavor was of such ea nature 

that it was not apparent in tasting the product cold and hence was not noted ct 


the canning plents. It was first noted when the products were served hot on 
consumers’ tables. 


The plant in whose product this flavor was first noted referred the 
matter to the Research Laboratory of the National Canners Association, which 
made a thorough investigation. The plant used the regular water supply of the 
city in which it was loceted. A considerable number of industrial plants of vari- 
ous kinds were located on the banks of the stream thet supplied the water. so 

that the location of the source of the foreign flavor wes o considerable problem. 


The offending coke plant hes been required by the state authorities to purify 
its effluent. 


In the meantime, we were impressed by the fact that this was a gen- 
eral question which mey at any time give trouble to any canner using public water 
supplies or the water of streams on which industrial plants are located. This 
particular trouble may be caused by any coke plant or gas plant. It is obvious 
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that the same kind of trouble may be caused by other industriel plants. Every 


canner whose water supply shows any foroign flevor, whether werm or cold, should 
ser ously consider this question. 


Declares Water Pollution Peril to Food Supply. 


In line with the above paragraphs is en article in a recent issue of 


the Outlook, entitled "A Quarter of the Nation's Food Supply in Peril". It 
reads, in part, as follows: 


"“Stetistical experts of euthority assert that the sea produces for 
us twenty-five per cent. of all the food of the Netion. Figured in dollers per 
year, this sum runs into many billions. Compared with this the value of eny sin- 
gle agricultural crop scems insignificant. The market value of the food products 
of the land of the country exceeds annually one hundred billion dollars. One= 
fourth of this sum--viz., twenty-five billion dollars--would be, therefore, the 
maricet velue of the sea-food products of the Netion per year. The loss caused 


by any agricultural pest (such es the boll weevil) is « trifling fraction of the 
loss ceused by materially dem-ging our supply of see food. 


"This pollution of coest and streems is not creeping ahead. It is 
marching on the double quick, with nothing at this time to stop it. It has 
reached the peak of the Florida peninsula, has made its appearnnce off the const 


of Miami and Tampa, oil-burning ships and phosphate mines adding their help to 
the defilement there." 


Dr. Evans Also Discards "Ptomeine Poisoning." 


Dr. W. A. Evane, the famous health suthority of the Chicago Tribune, 
whose articles appear in meny other lesding papers throughout the country, writes, 
in part, as follows; 


"Among well informed people, the once widely used term 'ptomaine 
poisoning’ has been rather generally abandoned. It wes scientifically inaccurste, 


and when the canning industry asked to heve it ebendoned, most people were ready 
to agree. 


“But people do die from spoiled food, using the term loosely, at the 
rate of about 300 a year in the United States. Somewhere about 20,000 cre 
poisoned by food to a degree considerable enough to ceuse some sort of ¢ report 
of it. The term thet has replaced ptomaine is “food poisoning." 


Newspapers Hesten to Correct Spinach Story. 


As a result of the investigntion made by the Netional Canners associa- 
tion, which developed conclusive evidence that an outbreak of illness in « family 
near New York City, attributed to canned foods, wes reelly due to coal, gas 
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poisoning, eastern newspapers have been quick, in a spirit of foirness, to cor- 
rect their original reports. 


The papers which have thus far published retrectiong, setting forth 
in headlines that coal gas and not canned spinach wes the real ceuse of the ill- 
ness, are the New York Tribune, the New York Sun, New York World, New York Even- 
in; World, New York Daily News, Chicago Tribune, Rochester Times-Union, the 
Washington end the Yorkers 


Chance for Canned Corn? 


Acute shortages of food supplies in Spein prompted the Agricultural 
Association of Galicir to petition the Government to immedictely cllow the im- 
portation of one hundred thousand tons of corn, says a cablegram to the Depeart- 
ment of Commerce, just received from Commercial attaché Cunningham, Medride 
Twenty-eight thousend tone of corn were imported into Spain during January, ex= 
clusively from the Argentine. 
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